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Editorial 

'So what do you know?' 
Chances are you know too much. 

Only a few years ago if you con
fronted someone with the conver
sation (non) starter "what do you 
know?" you would have been likely 
to get a standard "the sun comes up 
in the morning" or "there aren't 
enough hours in the day" answer -
and you'd have been happy. Ask 
someone that question since the 
explosion of the internet, and the 
resulting ease of access to an infi
nite mass of information, and you 
are more likely to be delivered an 
off-the-cuff two hour sermon 
robustly supported by endless facts 
and figures. And for what? 

All the evidence suggests that 
thanks to the internet, and, more 
generally, the advances made in 
communication and information 
technology, we are currently expe
riencing an information overload. 
It is now more difficult to avoid in
formation than it is to soak it up -
whether it be in the form of facts, 
statistics, and data on the net, or 
24-hour rolling news reports on 
the set. 

While there is nothing inher
ently wrong with absorbing infor
mation - after all, it can tend to al
low you to make more considered 
decisions ( as boring as that may be) 

- we are getting to the stage where 
we are no longer absorbing infor
mation freely or at our own desire. 

Because it's now so easy to be 
"informed", there is a growing so
cial expectation that we should 
know everything, which is only 
making people spend more and 
more time searching for informa
tion - time which has traditionally 
been dedicated to games and pas
times. 

"So what?" I hear you cry. Well, 
it is making us sick. There is now a 
medically recognised Information 
Fatigue Syndrome (IFS), which will 
soon be talked about like the com
mon flu. No doubt variations of IFS 
will soon become prevalent as 
well. For example it is likely we 
will become used to experiencing 
bouts of Fact and Figures Exhaus
tion Disorder (FaFED), or doses of 
Excess Detail Strain' (EDS). 

Not only that: the environment 
is seriously at risk of "data smog" 
crusting the ecosystem as the un
controlled emission of facts into 
the atmosphere is set to further 
deplete the ozone layer. 

But before you get too de
pressed and feel that there is no to 
stop this information obsession, 

consider two things. 
Firstly, how is it that up until 

recently the world ticked over quite 

Abide by the sign 

nicely without this obsession with 
information? And believe it or not, 
there is every reason to suspect 
that people of previous generations 
were happy without feeling like 
they had to know everything to be 
"in the gang". Ifwe look at it in ret
rospect, there is much cause to find 
ignorance blissful. 

The second and more relevant 
consideration is that all this com
bined information technology has 
had the essential effect of making 
quantity more significant than qual
ity, and style more important than 

8pf11 
.. 11pm) 

ti ( .. J(l7 
.. fbUP" - -

Mondov · - , 

r, , D-" ~ tJ ~ p:eq~,ed 
O I SC(!s1148~:,odN 

tJ.e«lr,, Oubl FREE f,shbowf 

content. While it may well appear 
that all one could possibly need to 
know is at the click of a mouse, 
there is an ocean of "net plankton" 
and a jungle of"news branches" to 
wade through that disguise drivel 
and nonsense with fancy images 
and graphics to call it information. 

So is there a solution to this so 
called "information overload"? No 
there isn't. And the fact that there 
isn't means that we can treat it 
immediately without hoping for a 
technological breakthrough. The 
anti-information lobby has dealt 
with the problem by constructing 
"information-free zones." So look 
out for the sign near you, and 
switch off for the good of your 
health and that of the nation's. 

(PS: The World Information Or
ganisation (WIO) recently advised 
member states (of which New 
Zealand is one), that the optimum 
amount of information to be 
consumed by one person in a 
single sitting is 64.9 kilodules. 
This edition of Magneto contains 
64.895 kilodules.) 
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News 

We're a university. - but onl.y j-ust 
Had Labour been in office last 

year, the merger between Welling
. ton Polytechnic and Massey Uni
versity may well not have taken 
place. 

Asked by Magneto during April 
last year what Labour's attitude to 
the merger was, the then opposi
tion spokesperson on tertiary edu
cation, Steve Maharey, said Labour 
would put the merger on hold. 
Maharey said that "until we get a 
framework of what the national 
system of education is doing, there 
will be no mergers, and on the ba
sis of that, we'll make a decision 
as to whether it is a good idea." 

Steve Maharey 

Since being appointed Associ
ate Minister of Education in charge 
of tertiary education, Steve 
Maharey has moved quickly to es-

tablish a Tertiary Education Advi
sory Commission that will create 
the sort of framework Labour were 
talking about last year. Part of this 
will establish whether or not merg
ers of tertiary institutions are ap
propriate. 

Indications are that they won't 
be. Labour is most concerned with 
unnecessary competition in the ter
tiary sector and the waste of re
sources it creates, especially be
tween universities and polytech
nics. Maharey said recently that 
"universities and polytechnics are 
currently homogenous ... and they 
need to define themselves without 

the need to compete for students." 
Meanwhile the soon to be estab

lished Commission will also look 
at the funding of institutions. Un
der National, public and private in
stitutions were funded under the 
same regime. While Maharey says 
no changes to that funding will be 
made this year, he is clearly not rul
ing out a change in the future that 
would see private institutions 
loose their equal footing - which 
would have major ramifications for 
private training organisations such 
as the New Zealand school of Lei
sure Studies (see page 19). 

WINZ perform to 
expectation 
On reflection, it. was only a mat- In early February Student Serv-

Labour~Alli-ance 
ring tertiary 
changes 

ter of time before WINZ Student ices Manager Lorraine Williams 

in 1999 or earlier, any interest Services bungled the operation of said "we are inundated with calls 
charged on their loan balance from administering student loans and during peak hours. I would urge stu-
1 April 2000 will also be written allowances. dents to contact the department 
off_ provided the student is study- After taking over the adminis- about loans during off-peak times." 
ing in 2000 and meets the eligibil- tration of allowances in 1999, and And then just a few days before the 
ity criteria. . in many cases taking months to beginning of the new term the tech-

The new Labour-Alliance Gov
ernment has been busy in its first 
three months prioritising the 
policy changes it promised to the 
student loan scheme in its election 
campaign last year. The most im
portant change is that full-time and 
low-income students will pay no 
interest on their student loans 
while they are studying in 2000 and 
beyond. This policy will be imple
mented through interest write-offs 
by Inland Revenue. 

The other change affecting all process students applications, nology administrating the loans ap
students is that where student WINZ were awarded the opportu- pears to have malfunctioned, leav

To be eligible for the interest 
write-off, students must be study
ing full-time (i.e. for a minimum 
of32 weeks) or studying and earn
ing less than $24,596 (formerly 
$14,768 under National). Interest 
will still be calculated for loans 
taken out in 2000 and will be 
shown on statements and contracts 
issued by WINZ. However students 
will then be able to have their in
terest written off by Inland Revenue 
in 2001, provided they meet the 
eligibility criteria .. 

For students who took out a loan 

association fees are compulsory, 
the fees can be borrowed as part 
of the compulsory fees loan enti
tlement. Under the National Gov-
ernment, student association fees 
were previously paid for from the 
course costs entitlement. 

There is also good news for stu
dents on domestic purposes and 
invalid's benefits. As of January 1 
this year they can now get their ter
tiary education course fees paid 
for by the state - although there is 
a catch. The maximum course fee 
the Government will pay students 
on these benefits is $3000. This 
change reverses a decision made 
by the National Government who 
cut the subsidy to 60% of the 
course fees. 

nity _to take on the management of ing thousands of students without 
student loans for 2000. Following fees for their courses. 
assurances to the Social Services "Last year some students waited 
Select Committee and the public weeks on end for the allowances 
last year that their services to stu- to come through, and if this proves 
dents would be better this year, the to be the case with loans, we are 
debacle so far does not offer much concerned that many students will 
confidence. not be recognised as being enrolled 

Prior to the "computer glitch" by their institutions . This may 
which saw 22,000 people receive , cause their study programme to be 
student loan contracts with an in- interrupted," said APSU President 
correct institution printed on it, David Penny. 
WINZ had seriously underesti- Meanwhile students can see 
mated the size of the job at hand. WINZ staff on campus until the end 
Blaming delays at the end of Janu- . ofMarch. They are available at the 
ary on the factthe new Government Main Office counter from 9.00 a.m 
had made it more attractive for stu- to 3.00 p.m on Mondays and Fri
dents to take out loans, WINZ ex- days, and 10.00 am to 3.00 p.m on 
tended its call centre opening Wednesdays. · 
hours to include Sundays. 

Murder house murders no more 
The fo rmer childrens ' dental clinic on 

Willis Street ended its long reign as the 
most dreaded murder house in the coun
try when the Dental Therapy course fi n
ished at the end of last year. In its heyday 
busloads of children were marched in 
there to receive unspeakable punishments 
for making friends with Bertie Germ. 

The building is still owned by Massey 
University. The College of Design who 
are the current tenants, will be using it 
for at least 2000. After the main build
ing (old museum) is completed, the old 
dental clinic's use wi ll be reassessed, but 
there are no definitive plans as yet. 

Registrar Liam Halpin says "long term 
plans are to get everything back onto one 
campus to develop a campus culture." 
The eventual fate of this once-feared 
structure then may not rest with Massey . 
for much longer. 

ODDS 
and 

SODS 

John Hawkesby 
Following the announcement of 

John -Hawkesby's payout of 5.2 
million notes (likely to rise to 6 
million when interest on that 
amount is paid), it has been ru
moured that the New Zealand 
Broadcasting School have received 
a record 860,000 applications for 
their course in news reading this 
year. 

And you can understand why. In 
the old days get-rich-quick 
schemes were large ly based 
around bank robbing, drug smug
gling, and kidnapping the children 
of Arabian Princes'. Now it ap
pears to be reading the news, gen
erally a lot less dangerous - or 
maybe not. 
Hawker's claims to have been un
der so much stress during the 24 
days he was reading the news for 
TVNZ that he suffered from severe 
depressive illness. Probably be
cause he has run out of room in his 
house to stash all the cash from his 
pay cheques. 

f 16s going cheap 

In an unprecedented and un
thinkable move, the U.S. Govern
ment have allegedly been reduced 
to begging and even saying "please" 
as they try to encourage New Zea
land to lease/purchase their F-16 
fighter jets. 

It is a rare move, and presum
ably humiliating that the Yanks 
should lower themselves to these 
tactics. Congratulations must be 
paid to our Government for, albeit 
unintentionally, calling their bluff. 
Let's hope they milk it a bit more 
and ask them to say "pretty please 
with ice cream on top." 

While this might be a one off, it 
may have set an interest ing 
precedent. Ifwe treat big U.S. cor
porations the way we have their 
Government, b igger w innin gs 
could well be made. 

For example, by deciding to 
close all our McDonalds outlets, 
perhaps a deal might be cut offer
ing the New Zealand public a "half 
price on all burgers" deal to keep 
them open and the golden arches 
pumping. 

Someone ought to test the wa
ter and see how vulnerable the 
Yanks really are. 

• 
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News 

Outrageous spending 
of students' .money 
on marketing 

Disturbing news has emerged 
over the level of money being 
pumped into advertising and mar
keting by tertiary institutions. 

The APSU Student Union and 
NZUSA have compared spending 
on advertising from six universities 
and polytechnics which shows that 
spending increased by over 58% 
between 1998 and 2000, while in 
the same period total student num
bers at the six institutions grew by 
5%. 

While this may only be a snap
shot of six institutions, it certainly 
confirms what appears to be an 
alarming waste of hat minimal 
resources tertiary institutions are 
operating on. 

"Since the beginning of this year, 
television, radio, and newspaper 
advertising campaigns by universi
ties and polytechnics have reached 
saturation levels and we seriously 
question whether public institu
tions should be allowed to spend 
student and public money in this 
way," says NZUSA Co-President 
Sam Huggard. 

Spending on advertising/market
ing in 2000 varied from $150 per 
equivalent full time student (EFTS) 
to $330 per EFTS. At some terti-

ary institutions this would equate 
to around 10% of the student tui
tion fee being spent on advertising. 

"Jt is clear that with nil to very 
low growth in student numbers pre
dicted for 2000, tertiary institu
tions are using lavish amounts of 
student and taxpayer money to con
duct a short-sighted, cut-throat bat
tle," says APSU Student Union 
President David Penney. 

The names of the institutions 
used in this study have remained 
confidential, but Massey Univer
sity can not claim immunity from 
this trend. This is despite the fact 
that Massey University prides it
self on their approach to inventive 
marketing techniques and has led 
from the front in the competitive 
arena since the National Govern
ment forced the tertiary sector to 
battle for students in the 1990s. 

Tertiary institutions may well 
claim they are operating in a com
petitive environment, and that this 
level of spending is necessary in 
an effort to attract funding, but two 
wrongs don't make a right. "We 
hope the Government's planned 
Tertiary Education Advisory Com
mittee will act quickly to remedy 
this situation," said David Penny. 

Massey shop 
opens in to\Nn 

0 Massey University 
INFORMATION CENTRE 

Open for business: The Massey Info Centre. We await the first 
"two for the price of one" deals. 

Massey University has made the 
unprecedented step of opening up 
a "shop" in town to catch the eye 
of impulse education customers. 
The shop, situated adjacent to the 
St George Hotel on Boulcott 
Street, has all the information on 
Massey University courses any 
wavering students might require. It 
is hoped the shop will capture po
tential students who work in town 
and would not normally get the 
chance to visit the Massey Cam
pus. 

Furthermore, the location 

would appear to be a very strategic 
one. Many Victoria University stu
dents begin their ascent to the Vic 
campus from Boulcott Street and 
the dread of the 6,000 odd steps to 
The Terrace that lie in front of 
them, might just well lure vulner
able or intended Vic students into 
the Massey shop. While Massey's 
recently conceived witty trademark 
'Intelligent Life" is painted across 
the window, perhaps a more blunt 
marketing strategy of "climb-free 
life" might be even more effective. 

Ci·ty Council and 
Massey lin·k arans 

Earlier this month the Welling
ton City Council and Massey Uni
versity signed a 'memorandum of 
understanding' that is intended to 
boost the potential of Wellington 
developing its "knowledge 
economy". As the memorandum 
has just been signed, it isn't entirely 
clear what the association will be 
and how it will work (practical 
steps towards a working relation
ship have yet to be established), but 
it is anticipated that a research re
lationship will arise with new eco
nomic development. In the mean
time the partners do have a com
mon link in sharing unrecognisable 
business speak. 

Council CEO Garry Poole says 

benefits for Wellington through 
joint projects including the estab
lishment of "business incubators 
for new business and participation 
in the new software cluster." And 
Massey University vice-chancellor 
Professor James McWha expects 
a close working relationship would 
help boost the local economy, 
where "links would help develop 
cluster groups within the private 
sector." 

If you are at all unconvinced by 
the potential of this relationship, 
rest assured: Professor Mc Wha 
assures that ' 'what we 're really talk
ing about is a win-win situation for 
both parties." 

Recycling effort 
steps up 

Massey University is making a 
bigger effort this year to recycle 
the tonnes of paper that get tem
porarily used before becoming a 
nuisance. Staff offices have small 
green recycling bins which the 
cleaners empty into large green 
wheelies, which are collected 
regularly by a recycling company. 
There are also special waste paper 
bins in the copy rooms for recy
cling. 

Massey has also placed recy
cling bins in the main student com
puter suits which General Services 
Manager Lorraine Yardley says will 
hopefully encourage students to 
use instead of tossing paper in nor
mal bins. Any photocopy paper that 

is clean on one side is collected 
and taken down to the main copy 
room and reused for photocopying. 

Other areas of the campus who 
are playing ball include the library 
- they have clearly marked paper 
bins around the photocopiers for 
students to place unwanted paper 
(but not apple cores and empty 
coke bottles). The staff at 
M@WSA, your Students' Associa
tion, also has a strong commitment 
to recycling paper. 

It is worth mentioning that 
while measures can be put in place 
to encourage recycling, it is up to 
you to make use of them. SO DO 
IT!!! 
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and 

DRABS 

Accommodation 

The Massey University accom
modation service has altered its 
operations for 2000. It is no longer 
administered by the Student Serv
ices Trust. WP Enterprises Ltd now 
run the accommodation service 
which is based at the St George 
Hotel, and managed by Rose Dolan. 
Rose also has an office in the Stu
dent Centre on Level 3 and her 
hours are 11 :30 a.m - 3:30 p.m 
daily. 

While accommodation in Wel
lington is stretched at the this time 
of the year, there are various op
tions for students including private 
board and homestays. Most of the 
hostel accommodation now has 
waiting lists, but there are still a 
few places left at the Te Awhina 
Apartments on Tasman Street. To 
avoid queues it would be preferable 
to make an appointment to see 
Rose regarding all accommoda
tion, including information about 
flats and flatmates wanted. Ph 80 l -
2794 x8647 or 025 272-8898. 

Parking 

A warning to those who think 
they'll try to dodge the campus 
custodian and park in the staff car 
parks. Don't bother. The carparks 
are now heavily monitored by Har
bour City Tow Services, who are 
contracted to Massey Wellington 
to ensure no unauthorised cars are 
parked where they shouldn't be. If 
you are illiterate or dyslexic or 
choose to pooh-pooh this advice 
and your car is towed, you will find 
it at Harbour City Tow, 138 Old 
Hutt Road, Kaiwharawhara. Phone 
472-3215. 

There is a student car park lo
cated close to the main campus in 
King Street which is administered 
by the Student Services Trust. (Sub
ject to availability, a parking space 
can be bought from the Computer 
Centre, Level 2, Student Centre, 
for $145 - not $130 as stated in 
the student diary.) 

Student cafe 

EUREST have arrived in the Stu
dent Cafe. Josephone Ross ( cus
tomer services manager) will head 
the team with assistance from Arna, 
Rebecca, Julia, Felicity, and others. 
Coming attractions: 
* Specially developed Ritazza 
beans will feature as our gourmet 
coffee. 
* Lunch and dinner meals chang
ing daily (to be posted weekly) 
* Healthy, low fat foods options 
* Cafe makeover (April) 
* Juke Box II (I'he Return) 
* Both standard and gourmet 
Paninis 
Cafe opening hours Monday -
Thursday 7.30 - 6.00: Friday 7.30 
- 3.30 Term Time. 

•• 
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Features 

_Beware the repo man 
Short of a telly? Need a washing machine? Can't possibly study unless you've got a video? HP away - but be careful. 

How about this for an experi
ence: a guy buys a computer on 
hire purchase. He moves house and 
stops his repayments. A notice goes 
to his old address, and, as can be 
expected, gets hurled straight into 
the rubbish by the new occupants. 
Before he knows it, the clued up 
repossession agent has worked out 
where he now lives and is banging 
on his door. No one answers, and 
when the repossession agent sees 
a window open he climbs in. He 
finds the computer and is just about 
to walk out the door with it when 
he hears the shower running. Be
ing the polite and decent chap that 
he is, he walks into the bathroom, 
pulls back the shower curtain and 
quietly informs the unfortunate 
bather where his computer no 
longer is. 

This is the sort of thing that can, 
and in this case did happen, with the 
help of the Credit (Repossession) 
Act. 

If this sounds rather scary, Chris 
Northmore, credit manager for one 
of New Zealand's largest corpo
rate banks who has had hands-on 
experience with all aspects of 
credit recovery, including repos
session, says The Credit (Repos
session) Act 1997 has actually 
made it harder for goods to be re
possessed. "For a start the Act de
fines who can and can't act as re-

possession agents, and the days of 
the week and hours of the day when 
a repossession can take place. 
There are also heavy fines for re
possession agents who breach the 
Act." 

The people who fall victim to a 
repossession agent are those who 
have financially over-committed 
themselves, often thanks to the 
ease of obtaining goods on hire 
purchase. The mistake a lot of peo
ple make when they buy goods on 
hire purchase, or indeed any form 
of credit, is that they are actually 
signing a "chattel security", In ef
fect this offers security to a credi
tor in the event of defaulted pay
ments, a fact many people do not 
realise. 

The effect of signing a chattel 
security means that the goods are 
still legally owned by the business 
that you bought them from, which 
means if you sell them before you 
have completed your payments, 
you are in actual fact stealing them. 
Everyone is familiar with the "sign 
here, here, and here" chant but what 
you need to make sure you do is 
"read here, here, and here." 

The procedure for recovering 
goods that have been defaulted on 
is straight forward. Firstly, the 
creditor will contact you at your last 
known address and they will issue 
a pre-possession notice through 

The ·way we .. Were 
A history of Wellington Polytechnic finds the Students' 
Association concerns haven't changed. 

Since Wellington Polytechnic 
became "Massey University at 
Wellington" in May last year, a de
cision was made to document the 
history of Wellington Polytechnic 
in the form of a book. Ian 
Dougherty has spent the past few 
months writing that book, and has 
found that two major issues have 
preoccupied the Students' Associa
tion over the years - the lack of fa
cilities and the cost of education. 

It wasn't quite as bad as the 
Monty Python sketch about living 
in a shoe box in the middle of the 
road, but early facilities for stu
dents at Wellington Polytechnic 
were still fairly basic. 

When the Polytechnic opened 
in 1962, there were no health or 
counselling services, no student 
centre, and recreation facilities 
amounted to a table tennis table and 
a radiogram in a small common 
room. Decades of scheming and 
saving finally paid off in 1993 with 
the first decent student centre on 
campus - the student services 
building. 

The on-going battle for afford
able education began with a cam
paign to get bursaries for full-time 
students, and then to have them paid 
at the same rate as those paid to 
university students. Until the mid-
1970s polytechnic students re
ceived bursaries on the same basis 
~ senior secondary school pupils 
who lived away from home. 

The idea of students having a say 
in the running of the Polytechnic 
was not accepted until 1971, when 
a Students' Association representa
tive was invited to attend polytech
nic council meetings, but was not 
given voting rights until 1975. 

And while Magneto might be 
comparatively new, it follows in a 
proud tradition of Students' Asso
ciation publications that have en
tertained, informed, and some
times enraged students over the 
years, from Thort in the seventies, 
to Dart in the eighties, and Mag
neto in the nineties. 

The history of the Polytechnic 
is due to be published by Massey 
University at Wellington this year. 

the mail. You then have 15 days to 
reply to this notice and settle the 
account. Where most people get 
into trouble is when they move 

house and don' t inform the credi
tor of this. 

When the agent has located the 
owner of the goods (which is sur-

This may look very dodgy, but could be entirely legal. 

DO DODO'S 
keep up with your hire-purchase payments 
advise any creditors of a change of address in writing, and 
keep a record of the letter. 
make cash payments but get a receipt 
read the small print when you sign a repayment contract. 
set up an Automatic Payment, check to make sure it is 
being met. 

DON'T DON'T DON'T'S 
over commit yourself financially when undertaking credit 
purchases. 
sell goods before you have finished payint;1 for them 
obstruct a repossession agent who has come to collect 
goods 
get shitty with people on the phone. It only makes them 
more determined to get the goods back and doesn't aid 
your cause at all. 

Active 
Fitness Centre 

prisingly easy, given the help of 
numerous databases), they cim then 
enter the premises where they be
lieve the goods to be without the 
owner being there. The Act stipu
lates that they can't enter in an "un
reasonable manner", but this is am
biguous. An unreasonable manner 
could be construed to meaning 
ram-raiding the conservatory or 
blowing a hole in the side of a 
house with a Howitzer. 

Chris Northmore has a useful 
word of warning for those who -
understandably distressed about 
instantly losing their appliance -
try to physically obstruct the agent 
from getting access to the goods: 
you can be fined up to $10 000. It 
is also worth bearing in mind that 
if you happen to try to protect a flat
mate or friend by convincing the 
agent that the goods are not at the 
address and they are forced to 
come back later, all costs will be 
charged to you, the debtor, or in 
this case, your flatmate. 

Finally it is worth remembering 
that creditors are always happy to 
hear from you. "If for some rea
son you get behind on your pay
ment or are going to be late with 
it, and you let them know, they are 
more likely to look favourably 
upon your situation than if you try 
and avoid them," says Chris. 

STUDENT SERVICES TRUST 
SERVICES FOR STUDENTS 

Your 'on campus' gym 
is located near 
Entrance EO 

88 Tasman Street 
Building T21 

Ph: 801•2545 

Our quaUfled Instructors offer 
individual fitness assessments and programmes, 

in a friendly relaxed atmosphere. 

Why not make an appointment now or 
come in and see us. 

Membership fees are set with student budgets in mind. 
It is part of the experience here at Massey University( 

Wellington Qimpus. 

Members of the public are also welcome to join the gym 
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• Prices that are Value for Money 

usit BEYOND is dedicated to helping students & young 
independent travellers see the world they're going to inherit. 

As part of this dedication we offer a huge range of Travel 
needs at 5% to 30% discount prices with an ISIC card & lots 

of kick ass deals! 

FREE RECHARGABLE $5 PHONE CARD 
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with every ISi( cord issued (While Stocks Lost) 

usif BEYOND Wellington Office: 

Cnr Courtenay Pl & Taranaki St 
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0800 STUDENT 
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LEVEL 2 STUDENT CENTRE 
MASSEY WELLINGTON 
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. $1:ooo FREE RENT 

Three Months FREE Rent ($83 for 12 Weeks) 

-$ ~.,s~o!)ay~!5a!!~5,~!R 
-

; KIWI EXPERIENCE 
FUNKY CHICKEN - Tour New Zealand, 

(North & South Island) 
Simply fill in the attached coupon entry Form and then hand it in to usif BEYOND, 
Cnr Courtenay Place & Taranaki Street, Wellington. 

I. Prizes are non-transferable. 2. Prizes will be drawn on the 31 / 3/00 and winners 
will be contacted directly by either email or phone. ·3. One entry per person. 
4. Judges decision will be final and no correspondence will be entered into. 
5. Prizes must be used by 31 /03/0 l 6. Results will be posted at all usif BEYOND 
branches, at your Student Association Offices and Student Magazines. 

r------------------------------------------, 
Please hand in your completed form to usit BEYOND, Cnr Courtenay Place & Taranaki Street, Wellington. 
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FREE ~ 
ARST NAME ...•. H• 

•i·lijiWf iit·tf t,i: f ,iJ,j,f- COMPETITION COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING QUESTION: Which student travel 
O P1Nwilid:f.,..M't ... 11flltm.,....,olh&ISKC.-.fitsfr..ist,,,._ provider offers the best value and service? U __ T BEYOND CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST SPECIALS 

Cusn BEYOND 



, 

Magneto February/March 2000 7 

Features 

Will you be next · to join the mig·rating fl·ock? 
Young people give New Zealand the thumbs down and act with their boarding passes. 

While the new Labour-Alliance economic growth. 
Government has problems, plights, Since 1969 the New Zealand 
and pickles coming out its ears as econoipy grew an average of 4.1 
it gets to grips with cleaning up the per cent a year in the eight years 
mess left behind by the previous when the net migration gain ex
administration, there is no long- ceeded 10,000. Conversely, eco
term task requiring attention more nomic growth averaged only 0.7 
than fixing New Zealand's net mi- per cent in the eleven years when 
gration loss . In short, we need peo-
ple to want to stay here rather than 
sod off. 

There are two serious conse
quences of net migration loss: it 
slows down economic growth that 
all of us left behind have to suffer 
the consequences of, and it is an 
indication that people believe that 
New Zealand is "not the place to 
be" - a little morale sapping for 
those of us who continue to live 
here. 

The migration statistics for New 
Zealand have been irregular over 
the last decade. Net migration gains 
were experienced in the mid-
1990s, but after a decline culmi
nating in a net loss of 11,370 peo
ple for the year ending June 1999, 
projections of migration trends 
over the next four years indicate a 
further 19,000 will leave. What is 
now apparent is a more established 
trend of migration loss. 

This trend has serious economic 
implications for New Zealanders 
given our strong historical rela
tionship between migration and 

' I ·E "-"! d \ 
* ' ' '' ,. 

Basically the evidence 

demonstrates that 

when people don't 

want to live here the 

economy drops back a 

gear. 

the net migration loss surpassed 
10,000. New Zealand has experi 
enced a net migration loss in fif
teen of the last thirty years with a 
total migration deficit of 57,200 
over that same period. Basically, 
the evidence demonstrates that 
when people decide they don't want 
to live here the economy drops 
back a gear and looses momentum. 

The crux of the problem is that 
our young people in particular are 
leaving New Zealand in droves, or, 
as people often emotively put it, 
creating "Brain Drain": New Zea
landers who have gained an educa
tion though our tertiary institutions 
leaving for better job prospects 

£Ni£¥- TIU\ WUt' TO 
WlN 'f'()Uf(. 1>£AT lN ntf. 
f .LA a>Ut:.\t f()~ 'ntf. 
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overseas. 
This phenomenon is nothing 

new. When New Zealanders first 
started flocking across the Tasman 
in the 1970s, Robert Muldoon in
famously tried to make light of the 
same problem by suggesting that 
those who leave New Zealand for 
Australia improve the IQ of both 
countries. 

Sadly the trend is no longer a 
laughing matter. Ifwe can't retain 
our brainy people (that's you!), 
cheap ridicule is highly unlikely to 
strengthen New Zealand's quest to 
become a "knowledge economy". 

So why is it that young people 
in particular are departing the 
scene? 

Since the introduction of stu
dent loans in the 1990s more and 
more graduates have made the eco
nomic decision to move overseas 
and work to pay off their loans 
quicker with better pay. Both Aus
tralia and the UK - where the ma
jority of people go to work have 
more job opportunities, and both 
are currently enjoying strong 
economies which make our dollar 
look about as worthy as monopoly 
money. If you get a reasonable job 
in the UK for example, you could 
potentially pay off your loan at 
least twice as fast as you could 
here. 

Former Massey student, 

Brendan McKay, who now lives in 
Sydney, left New Zealand last year 
with a masters degree. Brendan 
says he found it hard to get well paid 
work in Wellington and this be
came a concern given the big stu
dent loan he had to pay off. "I had a 
couple of friends living over there 
who were earning plenty so I de-

No matter how hard 

you try, 

pretend 

partying 

trawling 

you can't 

you are 

in Soho by 

along 

Courteney Place. 

cided to give it a go. Now that I'm 
here and have a good job, I can't 
see I'll bother coming back." 

And it's not just the work oppor
tunities that are driving people 
across the Taz. According to 
Brendan, "Wellington seems so 
conservative compared to Sydney, 
and there is so much more to do." 

It is the latter disadvantage that 
seems to be New Zealand's major 
problem, and perhaps the lasting 
reason why people leave, and the 
one which politicians tend to for
get about. Despite the world being 
closer than ever with the help of 
the internet, and even though New 
Zealand is now a fully patched 

member of the global community, 
the fact remains that you can't ex
perience the "buzz" of living at the 
centre of the world, where the ac
tion is. No matter how hard you try, 
you can't pretend you're partying 
hard in Soho or bouncing around 
Covent GardeFl by trawling along 
Courtenay Place. Remarkably, 
there are still some things the 
internet hasn't mastered. 

What is needed - more than fid 
dling with tax rates, student loans, 
or the Government sending a post
card of the summer sun setting 
over Paekakariki beach to every 
New Zealand citizen living in deep
est darkest London - is renewed 
faith in New Zealand's future . Peo
ple need to know we've got a mis
sion - and not just a mission state
ment. 

Deputy Prime Minister Jim 
Anderton's "call to arms" speech 
on election night that appealed to 
New Zealanders to come home to 
help re-build our country was, poli
ticking aside, perhaps an indication 
that the new Government is seri
ous about wanting people to be
lieve that this is a country for eve
ryone - not just one for tourism 
operators, dreamt up in bullet 
points by marketing strategists and 
business consultants. 
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So what is the kn·owledg·e econorriy? 
It's apparently going to be the basis of all the new wealth created this century, and in so doing have far-reaching and unimagilable effects 
on the way we live our lives. But what exactly is the knowledge economy, and is it going to benefit us all? 

According to a report produced 
by the Ministry of Commerce last 
year, ·a knowledge economy can be 
defined as an economy where the 
generation and exploitation of 
knowledge play the predominant 
part in the creation of wealth. In the 
knowledge economy, what's in our 
heads matters most. This can be 
contrasted with the agrarian 
economy where what we grew was 
most important, and the industrial 
economy, where what we made was 
the key to prosperity. Moreover, a 
knowledge economy recognises 
"soft assets" (processes, relation
ships, ideas, energy, and feelings 
among groups) as more important 
that "hard assets" (machinery and 
generally anything that makes a 
noise and could chop your finger 
oft). 

With the shift that has occurred, 
who is powerful will be different 
in a knowledge economy. In agrar
ian society it was the ones who had 
the most land and who paid peas
ants peanuts. In our industrial so
ciety, the fat cats have been the 
ones who own the biggest facto
ries. In the knowledge economy 
however, the ones who are going 
to cream it include those who do 
the thinking and conceptualising -
architects, fashion designers, re
searchers, teachers, and policy ana:
lysts. Together, these types of 
workers have been defined as 
"symbolic analysts" - people who 
manipulate symbols rather than 
machines ( even though being a 
symbolic analyst still sounds like 
someone who wears ear-muffs and 
rubber gloves). 

The Labour-Alliance Govern
ment certainly seems to be taking 
this transformation ( or at least an
ticipated transformation) seri
ously. The fact that they are repeal
ing the Employment Contracts Act 
is a sign that they recognise the 
importance of human capital in a 
knowledge economy, together with 
the realisation that the expanding 
economies of "undeveloped" 
countries means New Zealand 
can't compete for exports on price 
alone. Similarly, the importance it 
seems to be awarding to the arts is 
a recognition of the fact that those 
who are creative and innovative are 
the ones who will make the most 
money in a knowledge-based 
economy. If we have a reputation 
for creativeness and innovation, the 
more chance we have of succeed
ing. 

It goes without saying that the 
advent of the internet has been re
sponsible for all the knowledge 
economy talk. As a means for both 
acquiring knowledge and doing 
business, new industries have been 
developed in Web design, soft
ware, and telecommunications, and 

Do you possess the right knowledge? 

It is important to be able to distinguish between different types of knowledge - particularly the ones 
that are likely to be useful as apparently not all knowledge will be helpful in the knowledge economy. 
Everyone possesses some knowledge, but the winners will be the ones who posses the right sort. 

Know-what 
Knowledge about facts and figures, such as capital cities, tallest buildings and every single 
chemical that goes into a Big Mac. 'Know-what' is diminishing in relevance which is bad news 
for fanatics of trivial pursuits and the Guinness Book of Records. 

Know-why 
Knowledge about the natural world, society and the human mind. Traditionally this is the do
main of pontificators, port drinkers and cigar smokers. Never been widely respected, but 'know
why 'people are likely to come into their own. 

Know-who, where and when 
Refers to the world of social relations. Knowledge of who knows what, who can do what, and 
where it can be done. Becoming increasingly important. Good news for help-desk operators, 
second-hand dealers, and villains (those with their ears to the ground). 

Know-how 
Refers to skills and the ability to do things on a practical level. Unfortunately going out of 
fashion. Comprises those who have the knowledge that helps them put up shelves without going 
to the Readers Digest book of household tips, and those who instantly know how to get beetroot 
juice out of shagpile carpets. 

Tacit knowledge 
Knowledge gained by experience, not just through formal education. Will be in demand, pre
sumably so that everyone will feel included. Unfortunately good news for old people as it will 
only encourage them to continue talking about coping in the war. 

estabfished ones such as education, 
film, television and financial serv
ices have been revolutionised. Not 
only has the internet helped create 
and re-create these industries, but 
it has also created global markets 
for goods and services - all of 
which can be delivered at the speed 
of light. Nice. 

Apart from the sophistication, 
the buzz words, and the branding, 
what the Government and others 
believe is so attractive about a 
knowledge-based economy is the 
opportunity to capitalise on the 
death of distance that the commu
nications revolution has achieved. 
With New Zealand's reliance to 
date on a commodity-based 
economy (i.e., one based on mak
ing things) we have always been dis
advantaged by the relatively high 
transportation costs to get our 
wares to the markets. But the re
alisation that instead, we can make 
fat wads of cash from "thinking 
things", the tyranny of distance that 
has been the millstone round our 
necks can be unclipped and put 
back in the jewellry box, and with 
it, our reliance on good old, but 
nonetheless unfashionable agricul
ture. 

The advantages appear to be end
less and it is difficult to dispute that 
it's much faster, cleaner, and 
cheaper to email our exports round 

the world than to employ diggers, 
trucks, tractors, trains, and ships to 
help do it. However, time is of the 
essence, and the economic and 
business strategists are getting in 
a flap about the time being taken 
to turn around New Zealand's 
economy. They stress investment 
needs to be pumped into education, 
research, and development, yester
day - never mind waiting for 
scoping reports or policy reviews. 
The Ministry of Commerce paper 
concluded with a bone shaking 
threat: if New Zealanders do not 

seize the opportunities provided by 
the knowledge economy, we will 
survive only as an amusement park 
for the citizens of more success
ful economies. 

All this seems pretty convinc
ing and difficult to sledge: we're 
all going to get rich from re-de
signing work and being creative. 
But are there any considerations 
that should make us think more 
carefully about fully embracing th~ 
knowledge economy? Why yes. 

While there is every chance of 
creating more wealth through 

111/1't 1Vt '3/J't t/,,e. q;,z.z_ II 
New and Used Pianos 

K•yboards 
Hi-Tech Cave 

Drum Dept 
Guitars (awesome range: 

accoustic and electric) 
Amplifiers & P.A. Systems 

Specialist Guitar & Stringed Inst 
Setup & Repair Service 

knowledge, there is also the chance 
that a "knowledge elite" will re
place the existing wealthy elite. In 
this respect, there is a danger that 
society based on a knowledge 
economy will remain as socially 
divided as that which might be 
called the late-industrial economy 
we are used to, where the gap be
tween rich and poor has continued 
to grow. What is quite possible is 
the development of two groups; the 
talent group and the commodity 
group. It goes without saying that 
although we may not want to focus 
on making things anymore, some
one is still going to have to peddle 
basic goods and services, and it 
may well be those people that suf
fer economically - even more than 
they do now. 

There is also the chance that by 
stressing the economic gains to be 
made through exploiting knowl
edge in a business sense, knowl
edge may cease to be regarded as a 
public resource and will be up for 
sale to make a profit. This is al
ready happening of course, as ter
tiary institutions haggle and barter 
for students ( or perhaps more ap
propriately named education cus
tomers). Knowledge will increas
ingly be concentrated among those 
who can afford it, with the benefits 
unlikely to be distributed evenly. 

The privatisation of knowledge 
would only accentuate the trend 
that has seen companies become 
more important than nations, 
brands more important that govern
ments, and individuals more im
portant than society. Questions 
over the democratic ownership of 
what are perceived to be public 
service industries, such as educa
tion are set to intensify. 

The challenge is to overcome 
these anticipated problems. While 
they may be seen as social ones, 
no one will be able to say that the 
technology is not available to deal 
with them. 
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Call Centres: service supreme or sweatshops? 
In the past five years, call centres have emerged to provide instant information, service, and sales. But while telephone techrnlogy may 
have introduced us to 21st century service, it appears to have brought with it 19th century working conditions. 

If there is one industry that has 
been the quickest to make the most 
use of new communication tech
nology and the so called "death of 
distance", it is the call centre in
dustry. Almost every major organi
sation has introduced a "call cen
tre" to deal with inquiries, offer in
formation, lodge complaints, pro
vide business and financial serv
ices, or to sell products. 

The combination of integrated 
computer and telephone technol
ogy with the falling costs of long
distance phone calls has made the 
call centre industry one of the 
boom industries of the nineties -
and it continues to grow. In New 
Zealand approximately 600 tele
service centres currently operate 
throughout the country who em
ploy 12,000 people. 

Call centre 

technology is able 

to keep track of 

every single m~ve 

the call centre 

operator makes. 

It is easy to see why call cen
tres have become so popular. For 
business-oriented organisations, 
call centres have had a dramatic 
impact on costs. On average, it 
costs about $300 for a salesperson 
to visit a client, and between $25 
and $50 for each visit made by a 
customer to a bank. In contrast, 
when a customer contacts a call 
centre, the cost is as little as $3. 
For information and service-based 
organisations such as government 
departments, the advantages lie in 
providing instant advice or service, 
with less need for physical infor
mation outlets. 

The unique factor about call cen
tres is that they can be located any-

where. If you dial 111, for exam
ple, your call will be answered in a 
call centre in Auckland. Moreover, 
there are numerous tele-sales serv
ices offered in New Zealand which 
are answered in Australia, and vice 
versa. At the extreme is the case 
of Berlin International airport, 
which has its public announce
ments after 6 p.m. made from a call 
centre in California. This is sim
ply because the labour costs after 
6 p.m. are cheaper in the US than 
they are in Germany. These days, 
this scenario is by no means pecu
liar. 

One of the most interesting as
pects of the development of call 
centres in New Zealand is the crea
tion of a market for workers who 
can be flexible with their time 
(many call centres now operate 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week). This 
has given students in particular an 
advantage. Agencies who recruit 
workers for call centres have been 
regular advertisers with student job 
search over the past few years. 

Sarah, now an ex-student, took 
up a job at a call centre for a sum
mer one year and ended up staying 
eighteen months. Sarah worked for 
a 30-seat government department 
call centre that was largely set up 
to provide information. 

Reflecting on the positive as
pects of the work, Sarah believes 
it is a good job for those with good 
customer service skills, who "like" 
people, and who get job satisfac
tion from helping people. And 
while the wages aren't great to start 
with (most people start on around 
$10 an hour), there is a bonus sys
tem in place which rewards those 
who do their job well. 

However the unpleasant nature 
of the work soon became apparent, 
especially given the high pressure 
and associated stress, much of 
which is caused by the intensive 
monitoring of call centre workers. 

While the technology exists to 
make call centre work efficient (al-
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& White processing 
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most every answer to every query 
is provided at a touch of the com
puter keyboard), the same technol
ogy is also able to keep track of 
every single move the call centre 
operator makes. 

"The computers used record 
every decision you make to provide 
people with the information they 
require," says Sarah. "It tells how 
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son responsible for overseeing the 
operation of the centre - prints out 
daily statistics that reveal how 
many calls operators have an
swered, how long they have taken, 
and how much time they have spent 
with the phone on hold. "This made 
for a very competitive environ
ment, and if you didn't top the 
number of calls answered at least 

ers on the phone. Slouching in your 
chair was not tolerated either. You 
had to sit up straight," says Sarah. 

It is no wonder that recent stud
ies in Britain have labelled call cen
tres the "sweatshops of the 21st 
century" where 19th century man
agement styles operate. The image 
of row upon row of people sitting 
in boxes with no natural light is dis
turbingly accurate. 

Understandably, there is a high 
turnover of staff. Sarah says in the 
call centre she worked at, people 
came and went regularly, mainly 
because it was such a stressful job. 
Call centre workers are split be
tween casual and permanent staff. 
Those who become permanent 
start on either a three or six month 
contract to see how well they cope. 

Meanwhile, New Zealand is try
ing to cash in further on the call 
centre industry by appealing to an 
international market - largely on 
the basis that we are a pleasant, Eng
lish-speaking people in the right 
time zone. A proposal last year sug
gested that if New Zealand's call 
centre business joined forces with 
Australian operators to cover an 
area from the eastern United States 
to South-East Asia, we could be
come a leading player in the glo
bal market. 

The first wave of 'hello' boys and girls. While this looks a primitive set up, 
have things really changed? 

But while we may be able to 
make the most of new communi
cations technology and excel in the 
"death of distance", is the call cen
tre industry one which we neces
sarily want to make our own or lead 
the world in? After all, it is hardly 
a good advertisement for the 
"knowledge economy". In fact it 
could well be argued that the de
velopment of the call centre indus
try goes against the grain of all that 
the knowledge economy stands for 
- creativeness, innovation, the de-

long you are spending on each in
quiry ( down to the second), how 
many times you are entering the 
wrong field, and how many times 
you either put calls on hold or 
transfer them to get additional in
formation you are expected to have 
in your head. Not only that, but 
your calls are regularly taped and 
listened to by a stream of supervi-
sors." 

To make sure work is done as 
quickly and efficiently as possible, 
the "call centre architect" - the per-

once a month, you were likely to 
be 'released'. As a consequence, 
there was no social aspect to the 
job at all, and despite the efforts 
of the 'architects', a team environ
ment was non-existent," says Sarah. 

The draconian monitoring 
doesn't end with the work you do 
on the phone either. Employees 
have to write 
down the times 
they go to the 
toilet on sheets "You had to wear , 

corporate clothes 

even though the 

public never see 

you." 

velopment of 
technologically 
advanced indus
tries, adding 
value to the 
economy and, 
most of all, rec
ognising the im-
portance of hu
man labour. Fur-

that detail non
phone answering 
work. "Other 
than going to the 
toilet, there was 
no excuse to get 
out of your chair 
or walk around. 

------------- thermore, as less 

At one stage, someone had the re
s pons i bi l ity for faxing other of
fices, which meant they could get 
up and go to the fax machine, but 
an emailing system was introduced 
that negated the use of the fax ... 
and with it the joy of being able to 
get out of your desk." 

developed coun-
tries acquire more sophisticated 
technology, they will be able to 
compete in the industry and New 
Zealand could end up back where 
it started. 

STUDENT 
DISCOUNT Photographic Services 

Remarkably, appearance is a big 
part of the job of a call centre 
worker. "You had to wear corporate 
clothes, even though the public 
never see you. They think that by 
dressing smartly, you retain a smart 
attitude when speaking to custom-

But the real irony is that despite 
the fact that call centres are flour
ishing, it won't be long before they 
become a mere stepping stone in 
the accelerating communications 
revolution. The expansion of "e
commerce" and rapid advances in 
speech recognition technology, 
will see call centres begin closing 
as quickly as they opened. 
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Fitness Centre Open Day 

It has been recently announced that fitness is officially 
bad for you. Based on a study of bomb disposal experts at 
work, it was found that a strict adherence to physical inac
tivity can prolong your life. For those of you unwilling to 
accept that the sample size of this studies makes the re
search sufficiently reliable, you are invited to amble down 
to the fitness centre to suss out the facilities and compete 
in the male and female endurance test at lunchtime. There 
are free BP checks all day and two memberships for one 
month are up for grabs. 

Rock Climbing Wall 

Try out rock-climbing from 9 a.m until 3 p.m in the En
trance E carpark. An instructor will be available for the 
day, so for those who have never tried climbing before, 
here is your chance. 

Wine and Cheese Evening 

Here is an event which will allow you to kick off the week 
in a sophisticated fashion. We advise practicing your glass 
handling (thumb, first, and middle finger gripping the flute, 
with index finger waving free) before arrival to express 
maximum class. Whilst there won't be any prizes for cor
rect posturing, you will be rewarded for your attendance 
by being entertained by the Flamenco guitarists Ramzy and 
Junior. 

Ramzy and Junior 

Enjoy your first evening to the Spanish sounds ofFlamenco 
guitars. Ramzy and Junior are two very talented musicians 
who will treat you to a night of style and enjoyment. They 
are performing at the Fringe Festival in March and recently 
played at the opening of the Westpac Stadium. So come 
along, sit back, and relax, and find the gypsy in you. 

Computer Centre Open Day 

You might as well accept that you're going to have to use a 
computer during your course even for those enrolled in 
the Diploma in Ditch Digging. Get along to the Computer 
Centre, familiarise yourself with the set up, find out about 
the many services offered. To help you get your projects, 
essays and assignments presentable. FREE? 

Keg Racing 

Not as drunken and debauched as it sounds (unfortunately), 
so there's no need to bring a bucket and bib. This activity 
involves the racing of kegs. The kegs have been standard
ised in order that everyone has an even start, so don't bother 
bringing along any tools to plane down the head to give 
yourself a competitive edge. Incidentally, the kegs will be 
empty so siphoning equipment will also be redundant. 

Roots Foundation 

Back due to popular demand, Roots Foundation are set to 
provide us with a night of dance not to be missed. They 
are Aotearoa's longest running DJ collective who have a 
passion for the musical riches of Jamaica. Mu, Lemon, 
Koa, and Goosebump pride themselves on delivering cut
ting edge beats that will stimulate the mind and liberate 
the soul. 

Inforff1ation, Club and Market Day 

An extravaganza for those who are informationally, 
clubally, and marketly orientated and for those who just 
might be ... 1)1.eaning everyone. A market will be established 
in the common room for students to set up stall and sell 
their unwante~ treasures. There will also be plenty of in
formation, frol;n groups including The Heart Foundation, 
STA Travel, and political parties. AND giveaway vouchers 
from the likes of United Video. 
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Weetbix challenge 

Are you a Kiwi kid? Now it is time for the mother of all 
eating competitions. Prove that you can scoff excessive 
amounts of dry Weetbix and be in to win some fine prizes. 

Bouncy Boxing 

Here's your chance to climb into the ring and float like a 
butterfly and sting like a bee. although your ability to float 
may well be compromised by the presence of an air-in
flated ring, and your sting may be nullified to some extent 
by the enormous foam gloves that you will be requested 
to don in order to compete. While you won't be expected 
to take prisoners, earbiting will be considered poor eti
quette, as per usual. 

Tadpole 

This year we are proud to have Auckland based band Tad
pole. The Rock/Pop band has three familiar singles on the 
NZ charts, "Blind", "For Me", and "Back Door". They 
have supported international artists such as Placebo, 
Regurgitator, and the Living End, and have made regular 
appearances at the Big Day Out. Be prepared for a night 
of hard-edged guitar sound to the sparkling pop melodies 
and James Brown influenced rhythm sections. Tadpole 
are quite simply a band that "Love to Rock". 

Zed 

Given the guitar pop-tastic quality of the first two singles 
"Oh Daisy" and "I'm Cold" the question must be asked -
were Christchurch based Zed just born great songwriters, 
or is the council putting something in the water there? New 
single "Glorafilia" is no exception - continuing with the 
sixties pop meets nineties sound that's characterised their 
previous hits and scored the band· thousands of fans from 
one end of the country to the other. 

/ 



Orientation 

Zebos proudly presents ..... . 

rientation 
It's all in the common room/bar 

ednesday Thursday Friday 
Information club Melanoma Spot Re I a X at ion 
and market day Check Day O O Q O Day 

Weetbix N Horizontal H~!'gi -\:Ao 
CHALLENGE 8 BUNGI ~ 

• 

BBQ 0 Free~BBQ Free BB 
0 
0 

side library & Design (Willis St) I - Commonroom & Languages I - Outside Library & Nursing Lawn 

$1 off Wine, Beer & Pre-Mixes 

Half Hour 7. 00-7. 30 

BOUNCY 
BOXING 

Melanoma Awareness 

Gone are the days when you could say sun block is only 
for kids - well you can still say it, but the fact that you are 
secretly sloshing it on in the toilets and jumping under a 
sun bed at night reduces some of its impact. For those of 
you who have taken some time to adjust to this new way of 
receiving a tan, you should take the opportunity to find out 
about melanoma and get free spot checks. 

Horizontal Bungy 

"Running against the tide" would be an apt metaphor for 
horizontal bungy. However we're not here to worry about 
metaphors. Get an elastic rope wrapped around your waist, 
get those legs pumped, drop the clutch, and floor it! 

Sumo Wrestling 

~urely some!hing everyone has wanted to do b_11t has never 

quite had the stomach for. We've solved that problem. 
Climb into an inflatable sumo suit and hey presto: instant 
bulk and pushing power. Come and throw your new found 
weight around. 

Offbeats 

The Offbeats are Wellington's link to the Ska scene still 
bursting at the seams in the States. Consisting of seven 
wacky, energetic, and enthusiastic skankers, you have to 
fight yourself hard to stay in your seat. As well as playing 
originals, the Offbeats will go One Step Beyond and treat 
you to some of the classic Ska hits of the past. 

Spaghetti Eating Competition 

For those of you who are flatting, you'll inevitably be eat
ing spaghetti at least seven days a week. Let's face it, what 
element of nutrition can't be found in an honest can of 
Watties best? Here is a chance to get used to the taste and 
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to test you consumption capacities. For those of you who 
are politely challenged, or at least those who've never un
derstood the pretentious style with which Spag is supposed 
to be consumed, fear not - there will be no requirement to 
use a fork and spoon. 

Dark Tower 

Dark Tower is set to finish off a great week of Kiwi mu
sic. Acclaimed for their outstanding performance at the 
Big Day Out and their new release "The New Outlook" 
with Dave Dobbyn, Dark Tower are looking forward to 
performing in Wellington at Orientation Week. They were 
last here in Dec 98 with the Feelers, but guarantee us an 
energetic and fast-paced evening of Kiwi Hip-Hop. 

r-----------------~ 

I 

Win all five CDs! : 
Simply cut out this promotion, hand it in at the M@WSA I 
reception or send it to us with your name, address and phone I 
number to: M@WSA, CD Competition, PO Box 756, Wellington. I 
Only one entry per person and a Massey I 
Wellington student ID will be required to collect the prize. The I 
Competition will be drawn on Friday 10th March and published 
in the next issue of Magneto. 

~-----------------J 
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Student Services Trust 

SST: Who Are We? 
The Student Services Trust, for 

Massey University at Wellington, 
provides non-academic support 
services to students enrolled in a 
programme for "on campus" study 
at Wellington. We work from the 
Student Centre Building along with 
M@WSA, your Student Associa
tion. 

We are here to help you survive 
life as a student and provide serv
ices that will allow you to remain 
fit, healthy and financially stable! 
The services available in the Stu
dent Centre Building are: the Stu
dent Health Centre; Computer Cen
tre; Bennetts Book Centre; Com
mon Room & Student Bar; Con
ference Room & Women's Room 
and the Student Cafe. ProActive, 

the student fitness centre is situ
ated at 88 Tasman Street. 

The Trust also administers the 
Devon Sutcliffe Hardship Fund, 
which funds the foodbank and pays 
for the services of a professional 
budget advisor to offer a free and 
confidential service to students. 
Students in situations of severe 
financial hardship may apply to the 
DSHF for a loan. The Hardship 
Committee meets twice a week to 
consider these applications . 

(Please note: any loans that are 
approved need to be paid back!) 

Please come and see us or re
fer to your M@WSA diary for de
tails of our opening hours, and the 
services that we offer. 

The Student Centre: Home to SST and M@WSA and so easy to find. Go 
through the lights, take your second on the left, past the church, via right at 
the bus stop, and it's your fourth driveway after the third set of green 
letterboxes. 

Student Health Service 

Hi there and a big welcome to 
all new students at Massey Wel
lington and welcome back to all re
turning students. 

My name is Mary Khalil. I am 
the Nurse Practitioner in the Stu
dent Health Centre. 

You will find me in the Health 
Centre, which is located on the 3rd 
floor of the Student Centre. I am 
here Monday to Friday. If you have 
any health concerns you can see me 
by contacting Heather, the recep
tionist to make an appointment. 
(Phone 801 -2542) 

You can see me for a variety of 
health issues including, advice on 
minor illnesses and how to stay 
healthy, nutrition advice, family 
planning, cervical screening, sexual 
health advice, blood tests, wart 
treatment etc. 

We also have doctors special
ised in General Practice. Drs Linda 
Mellor, Rod Nicholson and Helen 
Saunders, whose appointments are 
available between 9am and 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday. You can see the 
doctors for any concern for which 
you would normally see your fam
ily doctor. We offer a holistic ap
proach, focusing on wellness and 
healthy lifestyles. 

The Student Health Centre of
fers a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL 
counselling service which is pro
vided by Jane Henson and Steve 
L a n g 
Appointments to see Jane or Steve 
can be made by contacting Heather, 
the Health Centre receptionist. 

In March a physiotherapist will 
be available at the Student Health 
Centre. Dates and times will be 
confirmed shortly and Charlotte 
the Nutritionist will recommence 
in April. 

As students, most of you will 
qualify for a Community Services 
Card

1 
If you haven't already applied 

for one do so as soon as possible. 
There are application forms in the 
Health Centre. This will ensure 
free consultations with the doctors 
otherwise each visit will cost you 
$15 + another $15 at the chemist 
Jf you need to get a prescription 
filled. 

If you have any on-going medi
cal condition it is advisable to make 
yourself known to one of the doc
tors or myself so that we can be 
prepared in case of any emergency. 

Life at university can be very 
stressful. Students often find them
selves juggling lectures, study-

I \ i 
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Mary Khalil 

time, library searches, working, 
shopping and recreation time PLUS 
trying to fit in an whole new social 
life. Set your priorities . If things 
start falling down around you and 
your health suffers, get help! Don't 
wait until your symptoms worsen 
and you need to take time off. 

Our aim is to assist you in main
taining excellent health. The spin
off is good lecture attendance, 
therefore greater success in 
achieving your goals 

Your Health Centre staff wishes 
you a great year 2000. 

THE 
COMPUTER CENTRE 

------

2nd Floor Student Centre 

Your friendly computer room staff will help you with 

•student Parking Permits 

•Ph-Otocopying and Spiro! Binding 

•Internet and Email Access 

4Colour Laser Print assignments from Diskettes 

--~ 4floppy Disks 

•Desktop compute.rs for hire 
Connected too high quality loser printer 

•Laptop Computer Hire 

•scanning 

:trBus and Train Tick.ets 

•Krome Film Processing 

All at very re4Sonoble rotes. 

HOURS: 8.30AM-6PM 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
TELEPHONE: 801-2549 

YOUR '·:ON CAMPUS' BAR 

HOURS 
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY 3-6PM 

THURSDAY-FRIDAY 3.-SPM 

HOURS TO BE EXTENDED FOR 
ORIENTATION WEEK 

LOCATED 
STUbENT CENTRE BU:t:LDING 

LEVEL ONE 

TO PURCHASE ALCOHOL YOU MUST BE 
18 YRS OR OVER AND CARRY PROOF OF ID 

Official Proof of Age must be provided on 
request eg: Drivers1 License, Passport 



M@WSA 

Mr President's Opening Address· 
Kia ora. Welcome to all stu

dents, new and returning. 
The first Magneto of the new 

millennium, and an interesting time 
for all no doubt. The first Jan's 
gone, and the first Feb's almost 
over, with the first orientation on 
its way. 

And this is my first welcome to 
new and returning students at 
Massey @ Wellington. 

Here is a short tale, which some 
of you may be familiar with. I have 
decided to repeat it as it is a sign 
that you can achieve anything. And 
what better feeling to be reminded 
of at the beginning of what will no 
doubt be a challenging year for all 
of you at Massey. 

In 1974, boxing champion 
George Foreman arrived in Zaire, 
having never Jost a fight. 
Muhammad Ali arrived also, ten 
years past his prime, to take on 
George on what was billed as the 
"Rumble in the Jungle". 

During the six weeks in Ziare 
before the fight, Foreman worked 
on destroying a heavy bag, throw
ing massive broadsides that left a 
deep impression on the bag but lit
tle impression on Ali who trained 
in the same room. 

On the day of the fight Ali 
danced round the ring trying des
perately to keep away from Fore
man's devastating lefts and upper
cuts. After two rounds Ali had 
learnt two things; firstly, that Fore
man was open to a right hand lead, 
and secondly, that Ali had finally 
met a boxer who could punish him ... 
badly. Between round two and 
three, Ali faced the toughest deci
sion of his fighting career; carry on 

0 

SJS 

Matt Davies 

and risk all, or find a way to beat 
the odds, and this almost 
unstoppable opponent. 

The rest is history. Ali went to 
the ropes in a classic "Rope a 
Dope" allowing Foreman to pound 
him for almost three rounds before 
coming back and finishing the "un
beatable" opponent in six punches. 
Ali had unshakable faith in himself. 
With his brain and spirit, he beat 
huge physical odds and fact that 
everybody else thought he would 
lose. Ali knew he would win. 

Whenever the odds are against 
me, I think of Ali and the massive 
pressure he was under, how he 
came out on top, and how he did it. 
So when it gets on top of you this 
year, think of Ali, or the guy who 
was told he would never walk again 
and now plays touch, and who 
climbed Mt Cook last summer. Or 
a friend of mine whose wife was 
told he would be a vegetable, and 
graduated with a Diploma in Land
scape Design last year ... 
Success ... it's a mind game. 

Matt Davies 
Student President. 

Student -Job Search 
who's eligible? 
All enrol/edstudents at Massey 
Wellington 

how to enrol 
Bring your student /0 card or 
proof of enrolment and fill out 
enrolment form 

location 
·2ndRoor 

Student Centre 
Massey at Wellington 

Phone: (04) 382 0295 
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Step into the Arena 
of Democracy 

Stand for the M@WSA Student Executive for 2000 

The Student Executive is the governing body of the Students' 
Association who make all the decisions on how the association 
fees are used. For a detailed job description of each portfolio 
come and collect one from the M@WSA Office. 

The M@WSA Student Executive will be elected at the first 
class representative meeting in the Common Room. 

March 15, 12.15 p.m 

Serving Students: 
The sweat smell of giving 

people what they want 

TE ATAWHAI 
M@WSA 

Maori Sub-committee 
''Nau mai haeremai" 

Presents a night of 

dub/reggae/roots 

~l~ I}_!·~-~ 
{SJfi,,.{ ~:1: ~t:, 
a·,:.~' ' ;;i.1 
., J..l> ~"'·: .; ·, ,l 

-ri:'C..~c, 

music featuring 
Trinity and Friends 

Friday 3 March 
Common Room/Bar 

Bar opens 3pm 
Gig 8 p.m till late. 

WELLINGTON PEOPLE'S 
RESOURCE CENTRE INC 
TE. RAU HITANGA O TE 
WHANGANU l·A·TARA 

Cheap dental treatment for 

Massey students! 

$35 for polish, x-ray, examination 
and clean 

Lukes Lane, 
(cnr Taranaki St and Manners Street) 

Central Wellington 
Ph. 385-8596. 

Hours: 9am - 4:30pm Monday to Friday 

Made available with the assistance of M@WSA 

Bits 
and 

Pieces 

New Signings 

Lisa Morgan 

Lisa is the new Office Manager. 
She comes to M@WSA bursting 
with enthusiasm and ideas, fresh 
from completing a BSc at Victoria 
and a B. Hons at Waikato Univer
sity. Lisa will ensure the Associa
tion office is the most welcoming 
of welcoming environments on 
campus. 

.----

Jane Urqhart 

Jane has joined the squad as 
Projects Manager, and since start
ing at M@WSA last month has 
thrown all her energies into organ
ising Orientation. So, after its in
evitable success, you can all thank 
her personally. Jane will also be or
ganising subsequent events and will 
be in charge of sports teams and 
clubs this year. 

Second Hand Books 

M@WSA are selling second-hand 
text books on behalf of students for 
50 percent of their full price plus 
a 10 percent adminstration fee. All 
books sold are currently being 
used. lf you wish to buy or sell 
books, come to the M@WSA of
fice during normal office hours. 

ISIC Cards 
You can obtain an International 
Student Identity Card (ISIC) that 
entitles you to a range of travel dis
counts in New Zealand and over
seas, from the M@WSA office. To 
apply, you must be a full-time stu
dent. Come armed with your cur
rent student ID Card, a passport 
size photo, and $17. 

Radio IT 88. 7 FM 

Radio IT FM was conceived and 
constructed in 1999 as a way for 
M@WSA to communicate with the 
students of Massey. IT is a low
power station operating at under 
300mw which gives us approxi
mately 2km radius of broadcast 
area. 

If you feel you have what IT 
takes to participate on any level, 
please do not hesitate to drop into 
the M@WSA office and talk to the 
president or project manager. 

--
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Living 

Take me home t.o the place . I belong .. ,. 
Chances are, for those of you wishing to per. For those of you lucky enough to es- rain, and tidal waves ends. However, think Magneto provides you with a chronologi

give yourself a fighting chance of succeed- cape hostel accommodation, you are inevi- on. There is more to a house than a few cal run through some of Wellington's rich 
ing in your study this year, a roof, four walls, tably going to find yourself bedding down lengths of timber and several sheets of cor- architecture of the twentieth century, and 
and a few windows are a precondition most in a house of some description. And there rugated iron, and you may want to consider offers some advice which may help you 
put ahead of having a pen and a piece ofpa- you my think, your protection again wind, this when selecting your residence. Below:, make a ~ecision on the type of abode you 

Bay Villa 

The renovators dream - al
though perhaps too much of a 
dream, as many now look like 
lollies with their ludicrous 
paint combinatations. No mat
ter how pretty the outside, the 
inside still resembles a fridge. 
The ceilings are high, the win
dows never shut properly, and 
doors rarely reach the floor. 
Prepare to freeze 

Californian 
Bungalow 

The original NZers dream 
home. A larger, more en
closed porch has been added 
on which to drop muddy 
shoes, sports equipment, 
bikes, gardening tools, and 
sun umbrellas. For those 
short on section pride, think 
again - there's likely to be a 
vast back lawn and garden to 
have to tend to. 

State House 

Utilitarian paradise ... in its 
day. Sadly this model hasn't 
aged well with lack of space for 
a rompus room. Somehow they 
seem to retain the smell of the 
1940s - especially in the 
kitchen and the wash house. 
Very well-built but minimalist 
on decoration. Likely to come 
with a hedge, a broken con
crete-paved path, and blocked 
drains. 

Railway House 

While also enjoying a renewed 
day in the sun, the railway 
house has been susceptible to 

.!I bulldozing - never quite big 
enough for the middle class 
and never quite in the right sub
urb. A modest, functional 
structure aside from the porch, 
which is presumably designed 
for no other reason than to be 
a one man bandstand. 

~' 
" 

City Bach 

Back to wood, but retaining 
the flat roof style of earlier 
models. Obviously not de
signed as a family house -with 
the lack of an attic there is no 
decent place to lock children 
away when they've misbe
haved. Nor are these models 
any good for ball games - when 
accidentally lofted onto the 
roof, balls will never roll off 
as required. 

Spanish Eighties Palace 
Bungalow 
Extremely austere in appear- No coherence anywhere. 
ance - an obvious reaction to Building blind and without a 
the thrills and frills of previ- map appears to have been the 
ous designs. While intimidat- theme of the 80s. Just as long 
ing insight, they do trap the sun as it was two-storied, had win
and can be as hot as dows in the wrong places, was 
microwaved soup inside. Also not too similar to next doors', 
good for kicking a soccer ball and was painted chocolate 
against as the noise is mini- brown, you could sip G and T's 
mised with the concrete struc- from your balcony with pride. 
ture. 

wish to reside in. 

Nana's House 

Compact, functional, and 
plenty of room for fushias, 
camillias and azeleas on the 
lawn. These humble models are 
defined by their venetian blinds 
and frosted glass swans and 
reindeer on the front door. 
While Villa's doors are loose, 
Nana's House doors are too 
tight to close. The fat carpet 
inevitably gets stuck in the 
hinges. 

Banana House 

So named because of the kink 
in the middle - perhaps to give 
the judder-bar effect and slow 
people who insist on thud-run
ning from one end of the house 
to the other. Note the inclusion 
of condensation friendly 
alluminum windows, and the 
conifer bush - an essential 
shrub for any dwelling of this 
era. 

i 

!::Iii 

== •• , 11111 
I 

~ J ,J ''I ••1n , .. .. .. .. 
Id 

I 

J:1 
~ 

Big Flash 

The full-on assault to make 
houses pieces of "mod"'and 
sophisticated (sic) architec
ture, therefore loosing all 
sense of modesty .. . and sense. 
Open plan to the extreme, and 
open season on extravagant ex
cesses. Do houses really need 
six toilets and eight showers? 

.. 
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What to do 

Fancy a bit of· Hi~tory? 
If you've checked out Te Papa and been disappointed to find a playschool instead 
of a museum, you'll be glad to know that there's another museum in town - a 
museum's museum - one largely without gimmicks, rides, and screaming kids 
wishing they were at McDonalds. 

The recently opened Museum of 
Wellington City and Sea on Queens 
Wharf respects the traditional val
ues of museums - silence (apart 
from hushed whispers), earnest ex
hibits, and modest presentation - all 
of which lets you digest the sto
ries yourself without having them 
rammed down your throat. 

The features of the Museum in
clude a recreation of the 1890s 
Bond Store - the first port of call 
for unloaded cargo - with barrels, 
crates, pulleys, rats, and cats illus
trating the atmos of the wharf 100 
years ago. For those with a shorter 
memory, there are exhibitions with 
short films on the Wahine disaster 
in 1968, and, until June 2000, the 
history of the recently immortal-

ised Athletic Park is documented. 
There is also a section which 

pays homage to famous 
Wellingtonians who have shaped 
the city in their various ways. Two 
controversial omissions are the 
black and yellow track suit-panted 
juggler of Manners Mall, and the 
Lambton Quay squire, whose de
votion to the city has kept him 
handing out flyers on behalfof the 
Lord, day in, day out, rain or shine, 
for the last 20 years. 

The most comprehensive dis
play is "Wellington a Century Ago" 
- an exhibition that dominates a 
third of the museum. It offers a 
chance to compare fashion, cul
ture, education, health, and hous
ing experienced by the Victorian 

Wellingtonians with what we have 
today. For some ofus, the latter cat
egories may not be too dissimilar 
given the usual attention paid to 
cleanliness and diet by first year 
students. 

The major benefit in checking 
all this out is that if you get stuck 
on a tricky question in a test this 
year, you can always resort to writ
ing about the day you went to the 
museum. And if you pay enough at
tention while you are there, you 're 
sure to receive at least some marks 
for getting your facts right. 

Museum of Wellington City and 
Sea, Queens Wharf, open daily 
9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. Adult $5, Con
cessions $4. Phone 472-8904. 

Saleing the garages 
There is no better way to spend 

a Saturday morning than saleing 
around Wellington's rich and plen
tiful garages full of brae and brae, 
bits and bobs, odds and ends - and 
if you're lucky - nooks and cran
nies. For those of you who are 
fresh tenants with nary a broken 
chair leg to rub together, you could 
have your new abode as cluttered 
as an old lady's wash-house within 
three hours on no more than a crisp 
twenty dollar note. 

Don't bother going to the yel
low pages for second-hand dealers; 
invest 80 cents on a Friday edition 
of the Evening Post and from the 
classified page you'll be able to 
draw yourself a saleing route from 
which to "crawl". A car is helpful, 
especially for transporting your 
aquired boo_ty, but the law of aver
ages means there will always be at 
least three garage sales within a 1.5 
km radius of your house, and there
fore within walking distance. 

This garage may look anonymous 
and insignificant, but commeth 
Saturday morning it could be alive 
with treaures and trinkets to burn. 

Massey University 
Wellington Campus 

Winner: 
Best Fish and .. Chip Shop 

After years of researching, interviewing, scientific testing, and 
statistical analysis, Magneto has finally found the best Fish and 
Chip shop in Wellington. 

Pllmmerton Jisli Szg;ylj; 

Several factors lend them
selves to Plimmerton receiving 
this award. First and foremost, 
their chips are the best ever tasted 
in New Zealand, and, therefore, 
the world. An unparalleled com
bination of crispy bits with longer 
fingers greased to perfection 
means you can happily order a 
scoop and be sated without the 
need for other condiments. There 
is no sign of fat undercooked 
ones that are only good for the 
seagulls, and therefore there is a 
0% wastage content. Among the 
other winning factors are the ab
sence of staff ''team T-shirts", no 
t o k e n 
segments of lemon to sog your 

parcel, and strictly no adherence 
to cardboard boxes as opposed to 
wrapping paper. In addition, there 
is an excellent selection of maga
zines for while you wait - all of 
which achieve the standard of be
ing at least two years old . 

A real bonus for those visiting 
in the evening is the potential to 
eat them 50 metres down the road 
at the beach whilst 
taking in a heavenly sunset. 
CHECK IT OUT! 

Plimmerton Fish Supply, 2 
Beach Road, Plimmerton. 

Approx. 19 minutes drive 
north of central city. Train to 
Plimmerton $4.40. Walk it in 5 
hours, 37 minutes. 

Stilldent H8alttl Centte 
Our friendly and helpful team are available by appointment only 

MONDAYTOFRIDAY 9AMT04.30PM ph:801-2542 

Health Clinic 
> Doctors and Nurse ,Appointments 
> Family Planning 
>ACC 
> Information 
> Referrals 

Physiotherapy 
> Ring Student Health Centre Reception for an 

appointment 

' 
Counselling 
> Free 
> Private 
> Confidential 
> Approachable 

Referrals 
), Nutritionist 
> Specialists 
> PQdiatry 
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Food and Drink 

(Afternoon) Tea ••• tea,. Mr S·hifter • •• 
Once a cornerstone of every working day, re-instituting afternoon tea could be a way forward·to national economic prosperity. 

While the saturation of telly and 
radio programmes, magazine arti
cles, newspaper columns, and junk 
mail flyers with cooking and eat
ing guides has reminded us that 
there's more to food than chops 
and sauce, almost all the chat fo
cuses on how fast and easy cook
ing is. Nothing seems to be men
tioned about how the consumption 
of food and drink is an excellent 
way of slowing life down, which, 
let's face it, is becoming essential 
in this frantic rush-rush society 
we've bought in to. And there is no 
better way to achieve this than re-

Part one: Tea 

institutionalising afternoon tea. 
Historically, afternoon tea 

served two purposes. Firstly, it was 
the time of the day when, for be
tween 15 and 3 0 minutes, you 
could reflect on, and contemplate 
the meaning of life. (This could be 
done alone, but more commonly it 
was a social experience - a time 
where you could share your state 
of mind with fellow workers, 
friends, and relatives.) Secondly, 
afternoon tea was, believe it or not, 
always recognised as defining the 
middle of the day: prior to after
noon tea was the time of working 

Afternoon tea means "tea" and John Lennon, Nelson Mandela, 
is in no way to be confused with Mother Theresa, Michael Joseph 
coffee (which is for people who Savage, and Judy Bailey have all 
generally work too hard or don't been known to have sipped tea at 
know how to pace themselves). some time in their lives. Drinking 
While some individuals have re- tea is also the pinnacle of socia
cently tried to re-market tea to bility. Sharing a pot of tea (tea bags 
give it a sense of style, they fail to are an unwelcome symbol of crude 
realise that tea, thankfully, is above individualism) is nothing short of 
fashion. Tea is the drink of honesty, feeling like a "comrade in arms"' 
integrity, equality, and compassion. 

Ingredients: 

1-2 teaspoons of leaf tea (any 
thing but Earl Grey - dishwater is 
used to wash the tea cups, not to 
drink) 

A reasonable measure of water 

Method: 

process, wheel your tea trolley into 
the kitchen and get out the re
quired number of cups and sau
cers. (NOTE' do not use mugs. 
They are only to be used by peo
ple who work on road gangs or in 
the bush - i.e. people who do proper 
work.) Then fill your milk jug and 

diligently and achieving goals; the 
time following afternoon tea was 
a combination of dead time (a time 
where the major activity was clock 
watching) and leisure time. 

It is only relatively recently that 
business leaders began indoctrinat
ing people into believing lunch was 
the mid-point of the day, and, in so 
doing, diminished the status of af
ternoon tea so that people would 
work through the whole afternoon. 

Most unfortunately, due to the 
disappearance of afternoon tea 
from many people's lives, the nor
mal working ( and non-working) day 

has lost its significance. It is no 
wonder then that as a society we 
are experiencing rising rates of 
youth delinquency, road rage, bum 
out, and incontinence. Correspond
ingly, it is no coincidence that New 
Zealand had next to no unemploy
ment, attained consistently high 
levels of economic growth, and was 
a place you could leave your win
dows and doors open. all day and 
night when the taking of afternoon 
tea was at its peak. 

It is plainly obvious then that the 
resumption of afternoon tea will go 
a long was to curing many of the 

ills we now face as a society. And 
there is no better opportunity to re
institutionalise the most pleasur
able of daily activities than now -
when you are a student and not yet 
programmed with the ways of the 
working day. But be aware: this 
does not mean ripping out of a lec
ture and gulping a swig of water 
from your pump bottle whilst try
ing to scoff a mouthful ofRashuns. 
You must treat afternoon tea with 
respect - as if it were your own. 

The following instructions pro
vides a fail-safe method of taking 
afternoon tea: 

Whilst waiting for the water to 
boil put 1-2 teaspoons of tea in a 
pot. Once the water is boiled, pour 
into the pot and set aside to 
"draw" for 3-4 minutes. During this 

ensure that the sugar bowl is bulg- ----------------------------------------' 
ing. Assemble all items next to the 
baking on the tea trolley. Prepare 
to wheel out to the sitting room 
or smoko room. 

1 So/o DISCOUNT 
ON l.i!iuil~®PAINT AND MEDIUMS 

WITH YOUR STUDENT ID UNTIL MARCH 31 s 
'' 'eb!~~!34 vv 44 MANNERS STREET 

BULK PAPER, PADS, OOUACHE, ACRVUC, CHARCOAL ETC 

email: artsales@websters.co.nz 

A selection of necessary equipment: clockwise from top left: biscuit rack, sugar bowl, hot water jug; tea pot, 
sugar bowl. 

Part two: Baking 
It goes without saying that 

afternoon tea is incomplete and un
constitutional without baking. And 
baking must be home baking in all 
circumstances. Anything bought is 
insulting and shows disrespect to 
those you are serving. There must 
also be a selection of baking on 
offer, including at least two of the 
following varieties: occasion 
cakes, tea cakes, sponges, biscuits, 
loaves, savory items, and scones. 
Muffins are prohibited since they 
have been hijacked by people who 
eat them as a meal instead of as a 
sweet delight. 

Below are some old favourites to 
help you get started: 

GINGER GEMS 

50g butter 
1/4 cup sugar 
11/2 tsp ginger 
1 egg 
2 Tsp golden syrup 
1 cup flour 
1 tsp baking soda 

1/2 cup mtlk 
egg, walnuts, and vamlla into 
date · mixture. Keep fingers 
out. Tip flour and baking pow

Cream butter, sugar and gin- der in and stir without beat
ger in a bowl Add egg, beat ing. Pour mixture into a 
well Beat in syrup. Tip flour greased date loaf tin. Bake 
in and stir. Dissolve soda in at 180 C for 45 minutes. 
milk and stir in. Grease al-
ready hot ginger gem irons SPONGE CAKE 
and spoon in mixture. Bake at 
200 C for 10 minutes. 

DATE LOAF 

1 cup chopped dates 
1 cup botling water 
1 tsp baking soda 
1 Tsp butter 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 beaten egg 
1 cup chopped walnuts 
1/4 vanilla essence 
2 cups flour 
1 tsp baking powder 

3eggs 
pinch salt 
3/4 cup sugar 
1 cup flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
50g melted butter 

Beat eggs and salt. Add sugar 
and beat until thick. Stir in 
flour and baking powder. 
Fold in butter and pour into a 
greased sponge cake tin. 
Bake at 190 C for 25-30 min
utes. Hunky Dory. 
PS: for chocolate sponge 

Put dates, water, soda, and cake add 20g Kiwi brown shoe 
butter into a bowl Stir untJ/ polish to mixture and pour 
butter has melted and set into a chocolate sponge cake 
aside for an hour. Beat sugar, tin. 

~' 
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Opinion 

'Other side of the fence' 
Each month Magneto asks a member of the wider community to 
comment on life in New Zealand 

Builder, Les Bainbridge 

Firstly, Jet me say this: I've been in the 
trade for 3 5 years and in that time I've gotten 
on famously with anyone and everyone. I've 
jibbed walls for judges, fitted skirting 
boards for storemen, built conservatories 
for consultants and sanded stiff wooden win
dows for women. And I'm proud to say I've 
never had the slightest bit of grief from any
one - that was until a fortnight ago. 

I went to do a job in Mt Cook - for those 
of you unfamiliar, it's a slum area of town 
full of broken down houses, many still with 
outside toilets. But in my game, you have 
to go where the work is, and if the poor 

"She asked me if I would 

stop using my drill as it 

was disturbing her 

reading." 

downtrodden occupants are friendly, and I 
get in and out before the smell gets too 
tough, I can usually stomach it. 

Anyway, I turned up bright and early and 
knocked at the door. Not a flicker. I'd 
knocked four times and was about to throw 
a brick through the window when finally 
someone answered. A young bloke - scruffy 
hair, unshaven, eyes barely open, and stink
ing of booze. Bloody students! I can't stand 
them. 

Let me tell you about it. 

The first job was to re-fit a towel rail in 
the bathroom (probably been using it as a 
pot stirrer - bloody students) and to do the 
job I obviously had to get into the bog. And 
how Jong do you think I had to wait while 
this bloody student had a shower? 50 min
utes! Now I'm a patient person, and I applaud 
them for trying to spruce themselves up, but 
I'm not going to be bent over a chair and 
poked up the arse! 

· That finally over with, I was onto replac
ing a door handle to one of the bedrooms 
(probably used the last one as a sink plug -
bloody students) when a sheila come out and 
asked me if I would stop using my drill as 
she reckoned it was disturbing her reading. 
Well I fully agree with education and learn
ing but I'm not going to be hung upside down 
and force-fed a shit sandwich! 

If that wasn't enough, I'd moved onto re
placing a cupboard door in the kitchen (prob
ably been used for a dining table - bloody 
students) when another one comes in and 
asked me to move aside while he made his 
toast ... at 11 :30 in the morning ... on a week
day! Well I know food gives you energy, and 
these cretins obviously need it, but I'm not 
going to be nailed to the floor and have them 
piss in my ears! 

If these students are supposed to be the 
future leaders of this nation (which is what 
they keep saying isn't it?), well they' re not 
going to jam my head in the oven while pour
ing boiling oil down my underpants and keep 
me in New Zealand. 

SACRED COWS 
Taken to the abattoir 

No 1: The America's Cup 
Age: 149. 

Appearance: Hunk of silver, as most cups of this nature are. 

What does it stand for? Greedy fat cats with more money than sense. 

No really, what is it about? Supposedly the oldest sporting trophy in the world. The 
"Auld Mug", as it is irritatingly referred to, was the prize for the winner of a boat race 
between the Yanks and the Porns round the Isle of Wight off the south coast of Eng
land in 1851. It 's labelled the America's Cup due to the fact that the winning boat was 
imaginatively called "America". 

So it's like a World Cup for yachting is it? No. Not in the slightest. While there 
are yachts involved which "race" as it were, the pantomime is largely a promotional 
tool for powerful multi-national companies. 

What, so it's nothing to do with New Zealand being the best in the world? Es
sentially no, though ostensibly, yes. While you'd be forgiven for thinking otherwise, 
the boats aren't entered as representatives of countries - rather they are entered by 
business syndicates. It so happens that these syndicates are inevitably aligned to a 
country; generally the country which is home to the head office of the corporation 
backing each syndicate. 

Hang on, but what's all the get behind 'Team New Zealand' then? Very slick 
marketing on behalf of the sponsors of the syndicate who cunningly named the their 
boat "Team New Zealand". They make out it's a source of national pride and that as 
current holders of the Cup, 'we' are the world champions. Sadly, virtually no one in 
the world knows anything about it. With a bit of luck, the New Zealand-based syndi
cate will love it, and it will force a public inquiry into the money state-owned enter
prise TVNZ, and Lotto, have invested in the campaign as major sponsors. 

Need we be so cynical? After all, almost all major sport is now just an enter
tainment commodity propped up by the filthy lucre of media moguls. True. But 
that's no excuse to approve of this charade. It's still a disgusting waste of money - an 
estimated $1.05 billion has been spent on the Cup. And that bloody Peter Blake ... 

What, is Peter Blake a tosser? Thought you'd never ask. Yep, bigtime! 

Why? He thinks he's such a Big Man ... "Mr New Zealand'', which is remarkable given 
that he doesn't even live in New Zealand. Last year, he seriously insisted that New 
Zealanders behave themselves during the Cup sailings as the rest of the world will be 
watching us - and expected us to take heed! 

Is that all? No. He orchestrated a scam to make people buy "red socks" (made in 
Asia) on the promise that the money raised would help boost New Zealand's standing 
in the world. Instead, it was spent on a new sail for his boat. 

Oh. If only I'd known this I'd never have bought the replica jacket for $400, a 
replica sailing jersey for $170, and the replica puffer vest for $175 as well. 
You've learnt a very expensive lesson. Let me know when you're going to bum them 
and I'll come along to watch with glee . 
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Peculiarity of the week 

Why do people need to know they have 
200m to survive before reaching the 
obvious major attraction oflsland Bay - The 
Shorland Park Toilet? Perhaps Island Bay is 
seeking to become the "toilet capital" of 
Wellington. Or maybe there has been a 
particularly high incidence of incontenance 
reported between Berhampore and Island 
Bay that forced this sign's placement. 

What goes on behind the concrete? 
lack of any windows and what appears to be 
metre-thick iron doors. They often tend to 
attract peeling posters, disguising their sin
ister appearance, like the one in the picture 
on Adelaide Road. 

Folklore has it that they are power sub
stations but other unsubstantiated rumours 
suggest they are used for gambling dens, 
illegal laundrettes, unregistered real estaste 
agencies, and even as incubators for moa 
eggs. 

The fortress -like nature of these sheds 
means that confirming these suspicions has 

Does anyone really know what goes proved difficult. If anyone has breached 
on in these anonymous, mysterious look- their security Magneto would be more than 
ing concrete sheds littered about the interested to know. Email the hotline: 
town. The suspicion is enhanced by the magnetow@hotmail.com 

ALLIED HIJACKERS Ln 
100% Reliable 

We offer an unmatched international service 

We promise 

* ruthless hostage treatment 
* tough negotiating 
* expert media manipulation 
*worldwide public awareness 

Specialists in effecting: 

Prisoner releases; asylum seeking; embargo lifting; government 
policy backdowns; rent reductions; dishes exemptions. 

No job too big or too small! 

We guarantee delivery on demand: 
We're no pussies! 

Sniff us out now! 
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Magneto 
Mystery Object 

Well then, who knows what's going on here? If you have an idea and would 
like to win a M@WSA T-shirt then drop your interpretation in to the M@WSA 
reception. If you would prefer to post your entry, write your answer on the 
back of a self addressed pregnant wombat. The most precise description will 
be the winner. Closing date March 10. The judges decision will be final. Re
sults will be published in the next issue of Magneto on March 27 

New Zealand School 
of Leisure Studies 

N. Z. S. o. L. S 

''New skills for a new millenium" 

NOOvOFJBING 

Applied Diploma in Loafing (Ap. Dip. Loaf) 

The Applied Diploma in Loafing is a full-time, hands-off course for the dura
tion of one year. Ideal for school leavers, graduates, those wishing to retrain, 
a n d 
anyone with a common desire to downskill. 

Our students complete the course as deeply unenthusiastic, unmotivated, 
and unemployable individuals. 

The training programme will ensure that students master internationally 
recognised techniques in gluttony and sloth, maximise sleeping abilities, and 
become proficient in task avoidance. 

Regular industry field trips are made to Pinball Arcade (wet days) and 
Oriental Parade (sunny days). 

NZSoLS qualifies for student allowances and loans. 

For a free video and information pack FREEPHONE 0800 LOAF. 

If you are ready for no challenges, make the call! 
( If you can be arsed .) NZSoLS 

Thinking of your future! 

1' 
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